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Ran ye to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem, and see now, and know. 
ard seck in the broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be any 
that executeth judgment, that seeketh the truth. - - Jeremiah, y. 1, 2. 











PROSPECTUS. 


Brine sensible that itis now a time of great evil; 
that many things call loudly for reproof, and require to 
be represented in their true colours; and that nearly 
all the periodical publications of this day are so enlist- 
ed in the cause of some party, or so devoted to ensure 
patronage by yielding to the bias, and pleasing the 
taste of the present age, that no faithful exhibition of 
truth which bears upon the maxims and practices that 
are now in the world is held forth, or can even obtain 
an insertion in them; the editors of this work have felt 
‘ themselves impelled by a sense of duty, and a regard 
to the true interests of mankind, to propose this publi- 
cation; trusting that they shall receive assistance from 
all those who are desirous to communicate sentiments 
calculated to convey light on subjects of importance 
pertaining to religion and the cause of. truth. 

Such information and selected pieces shall also be 
inserted as may be deemed) interesting and are likely 
to be useful: and as it is probable that the editors in 
the faithful discharge of the duty imposed on them in 
this undertaking, may be undera necessity to show that. 
many things, now highly esteemed amongst men, are 
net only inimical to the cause of righteousness, but even 
sinful in the sight of God; and, consequently, those 
who practise and approbate them, may consider them- 
selves as injured and wish to reply; their replies if 
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concisé and furnished with proper weight, shall receive 
insertion in this work, as thereby the arguments on 
both sides may be plainly seen, and the public have a 
better opportunity to decide where the truth lies. 

But here it may be proper to state, that all dry and 
uninteresting disquisitions, which long experience has 
shown only tend to gender strifes, and rather hinder 
than promote the interests of truth or the welfare of 
ian, can have no admission inte the pages of this work ; 
for it is to testify against the evils now in the world, 
and advance the cause of righteousness, not to sport. 
with words, or to fight as those who beat the air, that. 

the editors have entered on so important an underta- 
ding, and entitled it ‘THe REFORMER.” 

Unconnected with any particular sect, the editors: 
trust they shall be under no undue bias towards the 
peculiarites of any, but faithfully rebuke evil and ex- 
hibit truth, without seeking to displease, or dreading 
te offend. 

‘These views the editors deem it proper to lay before 
the public—while, at the same time, they weuld re- 
mark, that something of this nature seems much want- 

' ihg at the present time, and there is nothing, perhaps, 
better calculated to be useful, than a publicatien of 
this kind suitably conducted. 


CONDITIONS. 


The numbers will be printed on good paper, with a fair type; 
containing each 24 pages duodecimo, and be ready for delivery 
on the first day of each month. 

The price to subscribers will be one Dollar a year; half paya- 
ble on delivery of the first number, the remainder at the end of 
six months. 

Those who wish their numbers forwarded by mail, shallhave 
them sent to whatever place they may direct, they paying for 
the carriage of the same. Those who send for their numbers 
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shali have them ready, on the first day of each month, at the 
office of Galen L. Austin, back of No. 39 Cherry Street, agent 
and printer of THE REFORMER ; to whom those wishing to be- 
come subscribers to this work wil! please to signify it, either by 
mail or private conveyance, remitting at the same time the pry 
for 6 months, or the whole year, as most convenient. 

Subscribers in this city, shall have their nurabers delivered 
immediately after publication. 

No subscription will be received fora less time than one 
year; at the expiration of which period, should any wish to de- 
cline their subscription, they must signify it to the agent, one 
month before the expiration of the year for which they have 
subscribed ; otherwise they will be considered as subscribers 
for another year, and their numbers be forwarded accordingly. 

A title page and index to the work, will be given at the close ot 
each year, to render it suitable to be bound in a convenient volume ; 
apd for this purpose, it is recommended to the subscribers to pre- 
serve their numbers. 

All communications to be addressed to the “* Editors of The 
Reformer, care of Galen J. Austin, back of No. 39 Cherry Street, 
Philadelphia,” —and, if sent by mail, to be post paid. 


————— + 


Extract of a Letter to the Editors, from a respectable membde? 

of the Methodist Society. 

“I believe it very possible, that there is much more 
light to be drawn from revelation, than yet exists. 
The discovery of printing has given a new impulse to 
inquiry.—1I am therefore of opinion that a publication 
like the one you propose may be productive of good, 
if well conducted. Of this Iam willing to prove my 
opinion by a subscription of one year. The strong 
partition wall which various christian sects have raised, 
has tended to strengthen prejudices. As it now stands, 
no man who holds an office in any sect, dares broach 
any new light at the peril of his dismission. All act 
like train bands !” 


* 
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PRELIMINARY REMARKS. 


Tt ts not the object of the present work to find fault, 
or to give offence; but ifa person would do any good, 
it is necessary to use all plainness of speech. Nothing 
is more directly calculated to foster and perpetuate 
evils, than the exercise of that indiscriminate charity 
now sO common, and so much esteemed in the world. 
We see nothing of this kind of charity among the pro- 
phets of old, nor in the Saviour of men. What the 
consequences of such a charity in them would have 
been, it is easy to perceive; no evils would have been 
amended, nor any wrong practices done away; and it 
would have been as well for mankind if they had never 
existed. 

That charity, therefore, which now so generally pre- 
vails in every society of people, is nothing to boast of. 
[t is falsely named charity, and to glory in it is to our 
shame; as it shows the litle regard we have to righ- 
eousness, and how readily we can cover over iniquity 
and wink at every evil work. Unhappily for the world 
and the cause of truth, this false charity is now the 
order of the day; and it has become fashionable to al- 
low that all who go to places of worship, and say, “‘ Lord, 
Lord,” are good christians and in the road to heaven, 
though the most distinguishing trait in their conduct 
is to work iniquity—-in cheating their neighbour—in- 
dulging their pride, and in being conformed te the 
ways and maxims of the world. 


Reasons why fieofile follow false ministers ané embrace 
wrong sentiments of Religion, 


That there are many false ministers now in the world, 
and that a very large portion of mankind follow them, 
most people, I believe, will readily admit. It is net 
designed in this communication, to show who are such; 
but if it were asked, why se many follow false minis- 
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tefs aud support them, I should answer: It is because, 
people in general, have no principle—they care not so 
much for the truth, as for their popularity—not sp 
much to be found in the way of righteousness, as in the 
way of the multitude. 

People of this description, are good for nothing ; 
and it matters very little where they are, or whom they 
foliow ; for they can seldom be made any thing by any 
body—And itis just with God, to punish them with 
false teachers; even as the Lord declared to the false 
hearted Jews: Jf a man, walking in the sfirit and 
Jaleehood do lie, saying, Iwill prophesy unto thee of 
wine, and of strong drink ; he shall even be the propheé 
Of this fieople.—-They deserved no better prophets than 
such ; and in all probability they would do them just 
as much good as any other, while they were wholly 
destitute of sincerity and uprighiness in their hearts. 

Much the same reasons may be assigned, why peo- 
ple get into wrong notions and sentimerts in religion. 
The cause, generally, will be found to exist in them- 
selves—for an observation of some years, has convin- 
ced me, that when persons embrace any false and injuri- 
ous principles, and are strenuous for them ; it is more 
the fault of their hearts than their heads. Ifthoir hearts 
had been right, they would never have fallen into any 
dry and pernicious notions of religion, and became so 
captivated with them, as many often are—for it is only 
those who will not receive the truth in the love of it, 
through a pernicious state of their minds, that God 
gives up, or suffers to believe and contend for a lie. 

Until people therefore come to possess a degree of 
uprightness of Aearé, it is altogether vain and useless 
tg attempt to do any thing with their Acads. It is like 
trying, in a natural sense, to cure the sores and bruises 
in a man’s head, when his heart and vitals are in a 
camplete state of decay. Hence, whenever it is ascer- 
tained, that a person is destitute of principle, it is 
a folly to argue or to reason with him about any thing, 
or to attempt to bring him into this way or the other; 
for, whatever particular sentiments he may be brought 
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to embrace, he is but as a dead man in any body of: 
people, or as a rotten piece of timber in a building, 
much worse than none, as it injures the whole house. 
And therefore it is, that such persons have ever been 
the ruin of almost every society of people that has ever 
came into existence, and have done them more injury 
than all the outward foes they ever had, put together. 


7 ee Be 


A CANDED ADDRESS TO GHRISTIANS IN GENERAL, 


 Plede’d to no party's arbitrary sway, 
“ We follow truth where’er it leads the way” 


As surprising as the declaration may appear, the 
author oi this communication hesitates not to say, that 
nearly all that now passes for virtue and religion in 
the world, is buta specious show. What is chiefly ad- 
vanced to prove that there is a great deal of religion 
and goodness in the world, at the present time, ‘is the 
establishment of Sunday schools, sending missiona- 
ries to the heathen, erecting houses for worship, &c, 
&c. But what do all these things prove in favour of 
the good state of the world? The pharisees compas- 
sed sea and land to make one proselyte, had a zeal for 
God and their religion, and erected numerous syna- 
gogues and heuses of devotion, when at the same time 
they were among the worst of men. ‘The truth was, 
their religion, like the religion of the present day, had 
become so degenerate and corrupt, that when embra- 
ced, it made men no better, but often much worse. 

And here let me ask, what advantage would it be to 
the heathen, if they were all to take upon them such a 
religion as now prevails in those called Christian lands? 
Is it probable they would be any better? Is there any 
less integrity or uprightness among them, than among 
ourselves? Let us look at home: and let those who 
ac. ount themselves spiritual physicians, heal their own 
maladies, and correct the disorders in their own bor- 
ders, before they undertake to cure others in distant 
lands, and set them right. | 
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Are not many of those sent to propagate christiani- 
ty among the heathen, mere men of the world, who 
differ as greatly from the apostles in their pride, as 
they do in the expense with which they undertake to 
propagate it? The apostles were humble men; and 
instead of being borne about on the shoulders of their 
fellow beings in splendid falanquins, like some of our 
modern missionaries to the east, they went about on 
feot. Thousands of money were not furnished them 
te preach among the heathen; for stipulated salaries 
Were unknown amongst them. Asthey lived in great 
simplicity, but little sufficed for their necessary wants; 
and that little they often procured by the labour of their 
own hands, that they might not be burdensome to the 
church of Christ. 

I see, indeed, such a contrast between the ancient 
and our modern apostles, and see so liitle of the true 
spirit of Christianity among those who favour and are 
raost zealous for the great undertakings now going 
forward in the world, that I am convinced it will be at- 
tended with the most serious consequences to the truly 
pious, to have any part or lot in them. For these 
things seem substituted in the place of true virtue 
aad righteousness ; and they are thought to be of so 
great account in this day, that those who take part in, 
and contribute to them, will be ready to conclude that 
all is well with them, and that in consequence of deing 
these things they will be saved. 

True christianity, wherever it comes, is one of the 
greatest possible blessings to mankind: but false and 
corrupt christianity, such as is now in the world, is, } 
believe, calculated to be of very little use to any ene. 
What use is it to ourselves? Wherein are we better 
than the heathen, in the cardinal virtues of honesty, 
Justice, and the duties due from man to man /— 
Let the fraud, dishonesty, and injustice, among those 
nations professing christianity, and the fruits which 
those bring forth, who are proselyted by our missiona- 
ries, be as witnesses in the case. [From their own aeé- 
count respecting a missionary establishment in the 
east, which has now continued upwards of 20 years 
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and at which, perhaps, 100,000 dollars have been ex. 
pended, the following statement appears: ‘“ There 
are now living at this place 116 persons drawn from 
idolatry and the delusionsof Mahomet; we would eall 
them Christiens : some of them are indeed our joy, and 
we hope will be our crown of rejoicing ; while respect- 
ing others, we confess that we have been disappointed; 
by their evil conduct they are the enemies of the crogs 
of Christ.”” The fate of Sabat, of whom Buchanan 
appears to have had such raised expectations of the use 
he would be in the cause of missions, 1s pretty gene- 
rally known. If he ever had any real integrity in his 
“vhf smenner of christianity, it was but as the early dew; 

e soon went back from it all: and by attempting fo 
raise himself to some high dignity in the world, by in- 


trigue or usurpation, he was apprehended by one of 


the reigning princes, and thrown into the sea. And by 
letters received from a missionary station to the east, 
we have an account of a missionary, who had prosely- 
ted and baptised one of the Burmans, and had him 
with him at his own house for a considerable time, that 
has lately been murdered in a most daring manner by 
this same convert. 

For my own part I must say, f have no hope that the 
heathen will be made any better by the missionaries 
that now goamongthem. They appear, generally, to 
sanction and encourage war. Indeed, it seems most 
ef their churches to the east, where they have any at 
all,* are composed pretty much of men actually enga- 
sed in war against the very people they go to convert 
and profess so much love for their souls. 


* As many, I suppose, as 160,000 dollars are annually expend- 
ed to propagate christianity in the East Indies ; but it appears 
from statements of their own, that very little success has hith- 
erto aitended the vast expenditures. From a missignary station 
in the Burman empire, one of the missionaries writes: ‘‘ AJ- 
though this mission has existed for more than eight years, it 
bas not been the means of inducing a single Burman to forsake 
his idolatry and turn to the Lord.” There are now at this. sta- 


tion, I think, five missionaries. Three thousand dollars were. 


directed to he sent to the mission, by the missionary beard, at 
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One of the missionaries in a letter to a friend in 
New York, dated June 5, 1818, after mentioning the 
conversion and baptism of several persons in his ma- 
jesty’s 24th regiment of foot, at Calcutta, says : “ They 
were formed into a baptist church, with pastors and 
deacons chosen from among themselves.” A fine 


one time, from this country, for the support of the missiona- 
ries; and during the nine years which it has now continued, 
there has not, in all probability, been less than 30 or 40,000 dol- 
lars expended at this station, without even proselyting a single 
native. £* We have to lament,” says one of the missionaries in 
a letter from Calcutta, “ that the work of conversion does not 
keep pace with the increase of ministers.” 

The Baptist Missionary Society in England alone, has, from 
late accounts, 14 missionaries at Serampore, Calcutta, and its 
neighbourhood. This must be attended with a very great ex- 
pense; for one of these very missionaries states, that the sum 
of 1000 dollars annually, a foreign missionary in India, with the 
most rigid economy, will, in many instances, feel insufficient. 
But this same missionary, immediately after, says: 60 dollars 
annually will support a native christian brother and his family, 
with equal comfort. This, to me, seems an inexplicable myste- 
ry ; forthe natives are of the same flesh and blood as’our mis- 
sionaries, and I cannot conceive how it is that so much should 
be required for the one, and so little suffice forthe other. The 
statement argues unfavourably on the side of our missionaries ; 
for this difference can be accounted for only in one way, and 
that is this: that while the natives live becoming the simplici- 
ty of the gospel, the foreign missionaries must live in all the ele- 
gancies of life, and maintain a dignity like unto princes of the 
earth. That this is the case in many instances, seers to be pret- 
ty clear ; for we often see accounts of their interviews with the 
principal persons of the empire, or the chief men in the govern- 
ments, and on all occasions we find them treated with the great- 
est reverence and respect, as though they were to be ranked 
amongst the higher orders of titled men. One misssionary has 
been so candid as to retort upon some, who, it seems, would 
fain represent.that the missionaries go forth in their missiona- 
ty undertakings, suffering hardships, privations, and toil. ‘Tell 
me not, says he, about undergoing hardships, privations, and 
toil; rather let me be cautioned against luxury, extravagance, 
and ease. These are his words, as nearly as i can recollect, 
not having the letter to refer to at this time. Let us now hear 
from one of our own missionaries, the way the heathen priests 
live, and contrast it with the way those live who profess to be 


messengers from Him, who, when here, had not where to lay his 
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church, fine christians, fine pastors and deacons. He 


proceeds: ‘ About four years ago they left Calcutta 
for Dinapore, the church then consisting of about 80 
members. Soon after their arrival at Dinapore, their 
first pastor, an cycellent man, was removed by death, 
On their first arrival, they attended our worship at Di- 
jah; but finding it inconvenient to come so far, they 
obtained permission to build a place of worship in the 
rear of the barracks at Dinapore. After obtaining 
permission, they soon made a collection among them- 
selves, and erected what we called the Grass Taberna- 
cle. Here we usedto preach twice on Lord’s day, and 
twice in the course of the week. We soon got this 
place filled, and many were added unto the church. 
Some months after their arrival, they were engaged in 
a war with Napaul, (a territory in the East Indies) and 
were kept in the field two seasons. While they re- 
mained on the frontiers of Napaul, about 90 miles te 
the northward of us, I paid them a visit, and spent 
three Sabbath’s with them. There they had built 
a neat and commodious place of worship, about the 
size of the Grass Tabernacle, nearly in the front of 
their lines. While with them, I administered the or~« 
dinance of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. About 
eight or ten months after this, they returned to Dina- 
pore again to our great joy. By this time many of 
their members, having served their time, returned to 
England; others had died; and some had fallen off in- 
to drunkenness, by which the church was reduced to 
30 or 40 members. After their return to Dinapore, 
the congregation increased greatly, and the Grass Ta- 
bernacle became much too small. They then took it 


head. ‘ The priests,’ says he, “live by the voluntary contzi- 
butions of the people. Their first business in the morning is to 
traverse the streets with their rice pots, to receive the free will 
offerings of the peopie, which affords them their daily suste- 
n nce.” Until missionaries go to the east withd fferent motives, 
and five in « different manner from most of those who have yet 
gone there, I fear very little good will be done among the hea- 


then, however numerous the missionaries may be, or however 
gréat expenditures may be made. 
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down, and erected another place, which will hold be- 
tween 3 and 400; and on Sabbath days we have this 
pretty well filled. A few months after this was finished, 
they were called to take the field, about 150 miles to 
the southward of us. The regiment continued in the 
field till about the end of March last, when they again 
returned to Dinapore We have lately formed a 
Branch Baptist Missionary Society in the regiment, a 
printed account of which you will probably see. Their 
subscriptions amount to 60 or 70 dollars monthly. 

‘¢ Among our members, we haveserzeant major Mur- 
ray and his wife. The master of the band and his wife 
are als. members. The regimental school master and 
his wife, stand proposed as candidates for baptism; and 


‘we hope the drum major and his wife, as also the quar- 


ter master sergeant and his wife, will sooa come for- 
ward.” 3 
Converts like these actually engaged in slaughtering 
their fellow beings, and continuing in this work after 
professing to take the yoke of Christ upon them, I] 
should not suppose were any thing to boast of; and |] 
should be heartily glad if every missionary who is dis- 
posed to sanction and encourage such proceedings in 
the disciples of Christ. (and none but such, I believe, 
have yet gone to india) would never go 10 or 12,000 
miles to convert heathens already perhaps better than 
themselves; and to raise tens of thousands of dollars 
annually to send and support such missionaries in any 
part of the world, is, in my opinion, much worse than 
collecting it and casting it into the sea. Itcan do no 
good, but must be productive of much evil, as it will 
dishonour the christian name among the heathen, and 
alienate their minds still more against the religion they 
are seeking to bring them to embrace. For it must be 
very difficult, { should suppose, for the missionaries to 
persuade the heathen they have any great love for their 
souls, (however much they may profess) while their 
followers, and those whom they have proselyted, are 
engaged from year to year in killing their bodies, and 
they sanction and unite with them in the bloody deed. 
‘The heathen are not wholly destitute of sense; andthe 
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inconsistency of such conduct, must produce obstaeles in 
the way of their embracing: christianity, which all the 
fine spun-and tinselled arguments the missionaries can 
use, will have but little effect to remove. 

I can therefore experience no great satisfaction at what 
is now going forward in the world. I consider it indeed 
asin, to contribute towards sending such men, as most 
of our modern missionaries are, to any part of the world: 
for such a christianity as they will be likely to promul- 

ate, will, I fear, be very little better than the Judaism 

Christ’s time, or the christianity amongst the catho- 
lics in the 15th and 16th centuries; at which time 
they also took great pains, and were at a very great ex- 
pense to propagate christianity in China and Japan. But 
our missionaries themselves being judges, those whom 
they brought into christianity were made-no better, and 
in the end, all their great and expensive undertakings 
fell to the-ground; and sucha prejudice now exists in 
those countries against the christian name, that nothing 
less than the power of the Almighty can ever effectually 
subdue.* 

People, in general, come into these missionary under- 
takings, much in the same manner as they come into 
the fashions of the times ; and in order to keep up one’s 
popularity, and to be esteemed of some account, it 
is necessary to take an active partin, or to applaud 
them. I feel no pleasure in making these remarks—I 
know they must give offence, and endanger the publi- 
cation in which they may be inserted ; but I am sensi- 


* Thunberg, in his travels in Japan, says: “ The christian 
religion was first planted in Japan by the Jesuit missionaries i0 
1549, and in a short time made a rapid progress. But the Por-: 
tuguese, inflated with their success, and relying onthe number 
of their proselytes, began to behave with pride and avarice, 
which occasioned different persecutions; and in 1596, haviug 
superciliously treated a prinee of the empire, their doom was 
sealed; and they were not only extirpated themselves, but all 


their converts were put to the sword, after an unceasing perse- 
cution of forty years, 


“‘ The Japanese being persuaded that the unwarrantable con- 
duct of the christians was the inseperable conseqience of theit 
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ble that something ought tobe said on the subject with 
all plainness, for the minds of mankind, at this time, are 
carried out after these things, to the neglect of true and 
substantial righteousness, and I desire what is evil may 
be corrected. Indeed, J seriously fear that the spirit 
and the way in which the missionary and other great 
undertakings, now going forward in christendom, are 
carried on, is very little better, or will accomplish very 
little more in behalf of true christianity in the end, than 
the Croisades or holy wars of former times. “ These 
Croisades,” as one observes, “ were expeditions design- 
ed to recover Palestine from the possession of heretics 
and infidels. Nine successive invasions were attempted, 
but they brought little to the projectors and executors 
of so extravaganta plan, except defeat and mortification, 
misery and death. 

“In the year 1095, pope Urban, in the presence of his 
cardinals and prelates, and of assembled thousands, from 
an elevated scaffold, recommended the recovery of Je- 
rusalem and Judea. He was unable to proceed in his 
oration. The multitude with one voice exclaimed, 
“God wills it—God wills it.” It is indeed the will of 
€xod,”’ replied the pope, “ And let this memorable word, 


decitines, took from that time the most efficacious means to 
prevent the true faith from ever being re-established in their 
dominions, and the Portuguese were forbid from ever ap- 
proaching their coasts. It seems the Portuguese indeed richly 
merited their fate; for it afterwards appeared that they had en- 
terel into a conspiracy against the emperor and government. 
This being discovered by the Dutch, then at war with them, and 
communicated to the imperial court, gained that nation the es- 
tablishment they have since enjoyed.” 

[The establishment here alluded to, is permission to trade to 
the Island; no other christian power, except the Dutch, being 
allowed to carry on a trade with the Japanese. ] 

Much afier the same manner was the conduct and the fate of 
the missionaries in China. Exalted on account of the multitude 
of their converts, they assumed a high degree of self-conse- 
quence, and were planning to overthrow the government. This 
being discovered, caused. their immediate expulsion, and no 
christian missionary has since been allowed to come within the 
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the inspiration surely of the Holy Spirit, be forever 
adopted as your cry of battle, to animate the courage 
and devotions of the champions of Chris:.” 

“The Croisaders, after the efforts of 200 years, were 
covered with disappointment and shame.’’* 

To have spoken against these Croisades, at the time 
they were carried on, would no doubt have been looked 
upon as next tothe unpardonabie sin. All Europe ap- 
pears to have considered it the greatest merit to be en- 
gaged in them, or to contribute towards carrying them 
on; and, by most, it was coniidently believed, that who- 
ever died in such a meritorious and holy cause, however 
wicked and vicious their lives mignt be, was sure to go 
to paradise. 

But to leave the subject of Croisades, and return to 
that of the missionary plans and undertakings now going 
forward in the world, I would remark, that however spe- 
clous and transformed in the eyes of mankind any un- 
dertakings may be, if they are undertaken in the will of 
man, and are not carried on in a right spirit, ina right 
manner, and to a right end, it cannot be expected, ulti- 


_ mately, that they will be productive of much good ; .and 


whether those various and multiplied undertakings now 
eoing forward in christendom, are undertaken and ear- 
ried on in this manner, I leave the consciences of those 
engaged inthem to decide. I could wish that good may 
arise to mankind from them ; but it is very possible they 
may only do harm, and injure the cause of true religion 


* Wm. Law, speaking of these Croisades, says: ‘* In the 
darkest ages of Romish superstition, a martial spirit of zeal and 
glory for the gospel, broke forth in kings, cardinals, bishops, 
monks and friars, to lead the sheep of Christ, saints, pilgrims, 
penitents and sinners, of all kinds, to proceed in battle array, to 
kill, devour, and drive the Turks from the land of Palestine and 
the old earthly Jerusalem. These blood thirsty expeditions 
were called an holy war, because it was a fighting for the holy 
land. ‘They were called also a Croisade, because crosses and 
crucifixes made the greatest glitter amongst the sharpened in- 
struments of human murder. Thus under the banner of the 
cross, went forth an army of church wolves, to destroy the lives 
of those whom the Lamb ef God died on the cross to save.” 
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much more than by doing nothing, and keeping all thei: 
missionaries at home. 

It isa fact not to be denied, that in nearly all those 
countries to the east, where our missionaries now go to 
propagate christianity, the catholic missionarics have 
sometime since been before them. Their labours, too, 
appear to have been attended with very considerable 
success, insomuch that thousands were baptized and 
christianized, (if I may so speak) and numerous ane 
splendid churches were erected in Ceylon, Hindostan, 
and other parts of the east. But how did all these uh 
dertakings terminate? Or what did they amount to in 
the end? After hundreds of missionaries, perhaps. 
had been employed, thousands of money had been ex 
pended, and the most animating accounts of success 
amongst the heathen had been transmitted to the Ho’, 
See from time to time, to use the language of one 0! 
our own missionaries, *“* The zeal which originated these 
missions apparently vanished,’’ the greater part of thei: 
converts returned again to heathenism ; and their splen 
did churches being visited by them no more, several © 
the missionaries which now go there from protestan: 
countries, are beginning to repair and occupy them 
again. I should feel greater satisfaction if I could be- 
lieve that the gospel, which they now preach unto the 
natives, was preached to them in its purity, and was 
calculated to bring them to what is truly right. But 
while I see some of them strong sectarians, living in all 
the pride of life, receiving large salaries, and all, I be- 
lieve, ready to sanction and justify war and the shed. 
ding of human blood, what ground is there to suppose 
they will bring the natives to any thing better than the 
missionaries who have before been among them ? 

in conclusion, I would remark, let it not be supposed 
I am opposed to having christianity preached to the 
heathen—I have already stated that true christianity | 
consider one of the greatest blessings that can possi- 
bly be delivered to mankind; but true christianity, and 
the christianity which too generally now prevails in the 
world, I am under a necessity to consider as two ver) 
different things. And the way and manner in which 
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our modern missionaries go amongst the heathen, are 
so far removed from the way and the manner in whieh 
the first missionaries of the gespel went forth, and the 
religion they will also be likely :o bring the people into, 
if they bring them into any at all, so little resembles 
the religion of the New Testament, that I fear it will be 
very little more benefit to the natives than the religion 
of the catholics, which they have already tried, and 
have thrown it aside as worse than their own. 
TRUTH. 


For The Reformer. 


THE IMPARTIAL OBSERVER, 
No. TI. 


Messrs. Editors—1 have read with pleasure your prospectus, 
and have the satisfaction of seeing, that while there are thou- 
sands of periodical works teeming from our presses, which ate 
calculated to encourage the general torrent of corruption, there 
is one to be engaged in the cause of truth. I have for some 
time past viewed the missionary sucieties, bible societies, mite 
societies, &c. &c. as totally mistaken in their views of pure reli- 
vion. The-world is full of error, and its votaries are Julled info 
the most peaceful security. 

There are but two principles, or spirits, by which men are 
actuated, namely, good and evil: hence, if cur actions proceed 
from a good source, they may be of benefit to thousands ; but on 
the contrary, if they proceed from evil, they certainly will con- 
taminate our fellow mortals. ‘* Example is better than precept.” 
«The tree is known by its fruit.” Should we judge from the 
outward appearance of the christian world, at this period, we 
should conclude religion was never in a more flourishing state, 
It was just so at the coming of Christ, and near to the destruc. 
tion of Jerusalem, by the Roman army. The pharisee prayed 
seven times a day, fasted twice a week, and gave tithes of ali he 
possessed ; and yet, God abhorred all his worship. 

{i would ask, where is the use of sending missionaries 13000 
miles to persuade the heathen to forsake their superstition, while 
these same missionaries are guilt, of the grossest idolatry, bw 
mvking the blessed gospel a machine to worship self, and to > 
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tain earthly treasures? What heathen is not confirmed in his 
idolatry, by contrasting the indigence of his Bramin, (who would 
be satisfied with receiving 25 dollars per annum) with the su- 
perfluous extravagance of the Christian missionary, who receives 
from 1000 to 2500 dollars per annum? Surely he must think 
the virtue of his Bramin far superior to the effeminate christian 
missionary, whose delicate frame compels him to be carried 
about in a palanguin. 

The archbishop of Canterbury, (with others that might be na- 

ed) is aiding the before mentioned societies; and, though he 
professes to be a follower of the meek and lowly Jesus, yet for- 
ces from the suffering poor, annually, the sum of 124,000 dolls. 
to support himself in superfluous extravagance. How little do 
thousands in the christian world think, that many things which 
they profess to do to the glory of God, are viewed by the Al- 
mighty with the greatest abhorrence, who will bring a most 
black and dismal catalogue against them in the day of final reck- 
oning. For while they flatter themselves that they are seeking 
the honour and glory of God, in reality they are dishonouring 
him to the very utmost of their power. The great misery and 
distress which now exist throughout England, while the people 
are so willing to give, and the clergy so ready to receive, such 
large sums of money annually, is a positive proof, notwithstand- 
ing all they doin bible society and missionary undertakings, that 
their religion is from the lips only. 

What are the benefits and blessings which the inhabitants of 
India have derived from the christians? J answer, carnage and 
bloodshed. They have been spreading the most cruel havoc and 
devastation amongst the innocent inhabitants for ages past, well 
calculated to give the natives an idea of the impurity of their 
motives. Were these now enslaved people interrogated, no 
doubt they would answer, that it had been happier with them if 
they had never seen the face of a christian, either soldier or 
missionary. 

To establish such a multitude of missionary, mite and cent 
societies throughout christendom, and to raise such large sums of 
money to convert those thousands of miles off; while the poor in 
their own neighbourhoods are suffering want, and ean hardly obtain 
the necessaries of life, seems to look as if they had entirely forgot 
the command, mot to let the left hand knew what the right hand 
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doeth. And where is the utility of expending thousands of dollars 
annually in building superb churches in the form of palaces, (very 
well calculated to nurture pride,) when atthe same time they 
possess not the vital powerof religion! By these things, the out- 
ward form of godliness is kept ap; but to the power of it they 
certainly must be strangers. 

The spirit of divine love should have its perfect work in the 
missonaries, if they would go forth as faithful witnesses of the 
truth of the gospel. Witheut this heavenly principle in them, 
their preaching is but a dead ietter, and they speak of things 
with which they are utterly anacquainted. Let them be ever so 
learned and polite, unless there is a real birth of this divine love 
brought forth in them, their hearts are still in the dark, and it 
cannot be expected they will rightly instruct others. Excepta 
principle of love actuate their lives, and govern in every thing that 
proceeds from them, they are not doing the work of Ged. Ant 
should there be any so. infatuated with the sorcery of human leafn- 
ing, and the traditions of men, as to deny the necessity of having 
this divine principle dwelling in them (even that leve which seeketh 
not its own) in order to be a follower of Christ or a true minister of 
his gospel, they have the spirit of those to whom our Lord said; “Wo 
unto you seribes and pharisees, hypocrites: for ye shut the kingdom 
of heaven against men; ye go not in yourselves, neither suffer ye 
them that are entering to goin.” The extinction of this spirit of 
love, was the fall of Adam from his first union with his maker, 
hence he can rever be redeemed toa fellowship and union with him, 
till he again becomes a partaker of it. 

When the church of Christ was first setup, human leerningseemed 
as nothing: but now in the estimation of thousands, the learned are on- 
ly fit to preach the glorious gospel. How ignorant must those be, both 
af God and man, who suppose it necessary to be learned in polite 
literature, in order to teach men, how to put off pvide and put on 
humility! The ministers of this day, appear to resemble the ele 
gant orators of antiquity, more than christian penitents, when they 
undertake to preach the gospel. Aud Ict me appeal to every candid 
person, if it is not as great idolatry and iniquity, for ministers to 
prostitute the immaculate Son of God and his gospel, to gratify their 
spiritual pride and selfishness, as for the Hindoo to bow down to 
Juggernaut. If the elegant missionary is seeking a great name, and 
doing his own will in preaching Christ ; surely he is a worse idolater 
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than the heathen whom he endeavours to convert. For if he who 
knows not God, and worships him not as God, is guilty ; then he is 

) doubly guilty, who knows him as God, yet worships him not as such, 
) buat exalts himself and is vain in bis imaginations. Such must expect 
" their foolish hearts will be more darkened, 


SOPHRONIA. 


SOCIETY FOR CONVERTING THE JEWS. 


A society has been established in London, for promoting 
' christianity amongst the Jews. This society embraces some very 
| distinguished personages, who flatter themselves, it is likely, 


» that they shail be great instruments in accomplishing the conver- 
= sion of that people. They have erected a very splendid chapel, 


called the Jews’ Chapel, to preach to them in, under the auspi- 


ces of the established church.—In order to show the blindness 
’ of the projectors of this undertaking, and in what manner they 
|» signalize themselves as having learned of Christ, and as conduct- 
>» ing things according to the simplicity of the gospel, | will intro- 
_ duce an extract from an account respecting the proceedings, at 
the time of laying the corner stone of the edifice. 


“ Wepwnespaythe7th of April having been appointed for lay- 


I; i! ing the first stone of the Episcopal chapel, intended to be erect- 
~» ed by the London society, at Bethnal Green, the Nobility, Cler- 


ih gy, and Gentry, began to assemble at the Old London Tavern 


~ about one o’clock, when his Royal Highness the Duke of Kent 


arrived. 

> #£«=“ Precisely at two o’clock, his Royal Highness, attended b 
> the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs, the Karls of 
Crawford and Lindsay, the Earl of Besborough, Lords Dundas 


"» and Erskine, William Wilberforce, Esq. M. P. Thomas R. 
» Kempe, Esq. M. P. Benjamin Shaw, Esq. M. P. Treasurer Sir C. 
» S. Hunter, Bart. and Alderman Christopher Magnay, Esq. and 


| Alderman Ebenezer Maitland, Esq. Lewis Way, Esq. &c. ke. 


>) and a very numerous assemblage of the Clergy and friends of 


the Society, with the children under their patronage, proceeded 


~ in the following order— 


** Four Constables, two Marshalmen, City Marshal, Committee, 


> Westminster Committee, Ste wards, Constables, Jewish,Children, 


» Constables, stewards, Vice Presidents, President, His Royal 
| Highness the Duke of Kent, the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, Sheriffs, Visiters. 

“* The procession was met at Spital Square by a Company of the 
‘Tower Hamlets Militia who preceded it to the Ground, where it 
wrrived at 3 e’clock. His Royal Highness and train passed 
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through a line formed by the Militia with presented arms, the 
band playing “‘ God save the King,” in the following Order :— 

“Westminster Committee—two and two, Committee, Stewards, 
Clergymen, The Rev. J. S. C. F. Frey, Schoolmaster, Jewish 
Boys—two and two, Schoolmistress, Jewish Girls—two and 
two, Converted Jews, Vice Presidents, Master Builder, with the 
Mallet, silver Trowel, and coins, placed upon a crimson velvet 
cushion, Architects, His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, 
Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs, and Aldermen, Nobility, 
Clergy and Gentry. 

“The Committee and Stewards filed off right and left, to re- 
ceive His Royal Highness and Train upon a platform erected for 
the purpose, in front of a semicircular Theatre filled with about 
1000 Ladies—the stone and materials being arranged in the area 
between. 

‘© When his Royal Highness had taken his station the Children 
sung the 100th Psalm. 

“The Rev. Thomas Fry, A. M. one of the Secretaries, then 
read the following Inscription upon the brass Plate :-— 

‘“Episcopar CHAPEL erected by the London Society for pro- 
moting Christianity amongst the Jews. The first stone of this 
Building was laid on Wednesday, the 7th of April, A. D. 1815, 
and in the fifty-third year of the Reign of our gracious and be- 
loved Sovereign, King George the Third, by his Royal Highness 
Edward Duke of Kent, assisted by the Right Hon. George Sho- 
ley, Lord Mayor, and John Blades, Esq. and M. Hoy, Esq. She- 
rifis—Presideyt, Rt. Hon. Lord Barham—Vice Presidens, Rt. 
Hon. Earl of Crawford and Lindsay, Rt. Hon. Earl of Egmont, 
Rt. Hon. Eari Grosvenor, Rt. Hon. Lord Viscount Nothland, Rt. 
Kon. Robert Seymor, Rt. Hon. Lord Dundas, Rt. Hon. Lord 
Calthorpe, Sir George Leith, Bart. Sir T: Bernard, Bart. W. 
Wilberforce, Esq. M P. Ebenezer Maitland, Esq. John Louis 
Goldsmid, Esq. Matthew Wood. Esq. and Alderman Escourt 
Creswell, Fsq. William Hogan, Esq. &c. &c. 

“His Royal Highness, with a silver trowel proceeded to lay the 
Stone, in which several gold and silver coins, of the present reign, 
were deposited under the plate, when his Royal Llighness spread 
the surface with cement, and another Stone was screwed down 
upon them. The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs, and each of the 
Noble Lords and Vice Presidents, took a part in the ceremony, 
pte was performed in the presence of nearly 20,000 spec- 

“The Rev. H. Atkyns, A M. offered up a prayer, and the Rev. 
Basil Wood addressed his Royal Highness, thavforeh children, 
and the assembly of Ladies, about 1000. The ceremony being 
concluded the company returned to the London Tavern to dine, 
after which his Royal Highness introduced the business of the 
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day, and several speeches were delivered, of which the following 
are extracts. ai 

‘* The heast, appalled with the cruel treatment inflicted upon 
the Jews in every preceding age, turns from the sickening view, 
to the contemplation of the brighter prospects which dawn on 
our hemisphere. The Jews may now see the disciples of Jesis 
Christ exhibiting the traits of their Master’s character.—They 
may now see Princes, Peers, Privy Counsellors, Clergy, and 
Laity, of the established Church, unite with the more excellent 
of all other denominations in exhibiting to the Jew that main 
fact in which they all agree—that Jesus Christ was, and is i/h 
true Messiah —He of whom Moses and the prophets wrote,” 
ke. ke. By WM. STEVENS. 

‘* Gentlemen,—I have received the sanction of his Royal High. 
ness to propose a health which [am sure will be cordially re. 
ceived by the company, as the subject of it stands connected with 
the best interests of the Society. We feel ourselves greatly in- 
debted, and we are waiting for an opportunity of expressing ow 
obligations to the Rev. Mr. Frey, for his labours in connection 
with the London Society. From the moment that he learned his 
connection with this institution, with that degree of perseveranc: 
which always attaches itself toa christian, above all other men— 
from the nobility of the object—from the quantity of his resour- 
ces—from the energies which he has derived from the word ot 
God, he has directed his unwearied attention to the outcasts of 
Israel, his countrymen. I beg leave therefore, by the permission 
of his Koyal Highness, to propose the health of the Rev. Mt 
Frey.’ By THE Rev. Dr. CoLLyenr. 

The preceding are only extracts from a few of the Speeches 
delivered on that occasion. The whole of them would be very 
tedious. | 

A few extracts from the reports of the Committee of the Lon 
don Society, will here be given. 

“ Your Committee have to state that the Episcupal Chapel, the 
first stone of which was laid in April, 1813, by our illustrious - 
Patron, will be opened for public worship next month.”—6¢/ 
Report of the committee of the Loudon Society. 

“In the month of July last, the Episcopal Chapel at Bethnal 
Green was opened, on which occasion his Royal Highness, the 
Duke of Kent, the Patron, attended.—The Chapel has been well 
fiiled, and although your Committee cannot state that many of 
the unconverted Jews usvally attend it, yet on some occasions 
there have been a considerable number. The congregation of 
Jews may be expected to increase, as the Society becomes more 
consolidated —-7th Report. 

“ The Jewish converts and children, under the patronage of 
the Society, have attended this place of worship; where, beside 
tti¢ Lwo sermons preached on the Sabbath, there has also been a 
4 
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new lecture, of a practical nature, instituted on the Wednesday 
evening. We cannot say that many of the unconverted Jews 
have constantly resorted there, although occasionally some haye 
attended it. ; 

«‘ Since the last report, only one adult Jew, and four children 

liave been baptized in the Society’s Episcopal Chapel. It grieves 
_ your committee to be obliged to add, that the adult has, since 
his baptism, in various respects manifested himself to have been 
unworthy of participating in that ordinance,” &c. &c.—8#h Re- 
fort. 
- To think to convert the Jews by such Royal and splendid un- 
dertakings as these, betrays a total ignorance of the true natwre 
of the gospel. All the efforts, not only of the London Society, 
but of every other Society or institution, undertaken for the ex- 
press purpose of bringing the Jews to embrace christianity, will, 
i have no doubt, end in nothing ; for the Lord, rest assured, will 
have the exclusive glory of converting that people. Of this I 
have as fulla conviction, as of the truth of that declaration which 
God himself has made ; My glory will E not give to another. 





PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT NEW-ORLEANS. 


That it may be seen how little behind the European christians 
we are in this country, in regard to ignorance, concerning the 
true nature of chrisuanity, and how the honorable men of the 
earth will engage in it, and patronize it, when it has become 
completely worldly, and every vestige of its ancient simplicity is 
departed, we willnow present tothe reader an account of laying 
the corner stone of a Presbyterian church at New-Orleans. From 
these accounts we may also perceive, how readily different per- 
suasions can unite together in any publick exhibitions of chris- 
tianity, when their religion, in point of degeneracy, is exactly 
alike, and the enmity whick God has put between the seed of the 
serpent, and the seed of the woman no ionger exists among them, 


all being onthe same side of the question, For Christ himself 
intimates that Satan’s kingdom is not divided against itself. If 


it were so, not having the arm of Jehovah for its support, it 
would soon come to nothing. 

These accounts are taken from public statements made at the 
time; and they willingly set them forth, it would seem, as a 
proof how religion increases, and how well things are going on 
in the world: for when people are blind to a sense of what is 
right, they will glory in their shame, or that which is to their 
disgrace ; and which convinces those who know what true reli- 
gion is, that they have neither part nor lot in the matter. 

The first account, appeared in a periodical publication in this 
city, headed “ Good news from New Orleans,” to the following 
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effect: “Letters from New Orleans State, that withintwo weeks, 
12,000 dollars had been subscribed there towards building a 
presbyterian meeting-house, on the plan in which Dr. Mason 
preaches in New York,” 

I will now give extracts from two letters, written by two of 
our modern missionaries—the first by Elias Cornelius, acting un- 
der the authority of the Connecticut missionary Society; the 
other by Sylvester Larned, under the Board of Missions of the 
general assembly of the presbyterian church in the United States. 
The first of these missionaries, in a letter to the editor of the 
Religious Intelligencer, dated ‘New Orleans, March 30, 1818, 
states. 

* A new congregation has been formed in this place, and a 
subscription to the amount of 15,000 dollars already made for the 
erection of achurch, the whole expense of which is estimated at 
$5,000 or 40,000 dollars. The Rev. Sylvester Larned, recently 
from the Theological Seminary at Princeton, and of whom [think 
it may be affirmed with truth, there is nota more worthy, a 
more able, or more eloquent young minister in the United States, 
has heen invited to settle as pastor, with a salary of 4000 dol- 
lars annually. The invitation has been accepted; and I trust I 
am not extravagant in saying, that the fact deserves to be hail- 
ed as the signal for a great extension of religious influence not 
only in this city but in the adjoining region.” 

The following is an extract from the official communication of 
the successful Mr. Larned, to the ‘ Board of Missions of the Gene- 
ral Assembly ofthe Presbyterian Church in the United States.’ 

** After procuring (says he) from the legislature an ‘ Act of In- 
corporation for the fisrt Presbyterian Church and Congregation in 
the city and parish of New Orleans,’ a meeting of persons friendly to 
the object was called. Fror them I received an invitation to remain 
as their Pastor, accompanied with the offer of a sufficient annual 
compensation, (4000 dollars it seems,) and a promise of erecting a 
place of worship without delay. With this invitation, predicated on 
such conditions, I signified my willingness to comply ; and should f 
be permitted to visit New York during the ensuing summer, I shall 
prepare it in the form of acall, and prosecute it accordingly before 
my Presbytery. A subscription has been Circulated for purchasing 
uw lot for building a church ; and the present result is, that the Trus- 
tees have secured the first, at the price of 10,000 dollars, and have a 
balance left of 5000 to 6000 dollars for erecting the edilice. Every 
week, however, is augmenting the amount of this last sum. An es- 
timate has been made of the probable expense of the whole under 
taking, and, exclusive of the lot and steeple, it is supposed that 
$0,000 dollars wiil be necessary te complete a brick church, of the 
general dimensions of 90 feet by 60, more or less, and Constructed, 
for the most part, on the plan of Dr. Mason’s in the city of New 
York. To such an object in this town, donations must necessarily 
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prove inadequate; it is contemplated, therefore, to make up Vie 
final deficiency of funds, by a loan from one of the banks, or from 
individuals, until a sale of the pews can effect a redemption of the 


money.” 

We come in the next place to the account of laying the corner stone of a house 
of worship on this side the Atlantic, as published first in the New Orleans er" 
niele, and afterwards in the Religious Remembrancer of April 3, 1519, heade 
Church at New Orleans, and whieh here follows: — . : 

“ Among the interesting occurrences which distinguished the late anniversary 
,of the victory of General Jackson, on the 8th of January) we had the pleasure olf 
witnessing the ceremony of laying the eorner stone of the first Presbyterian 
Cbureh in New Orleans. Never has this community been called upon to witness 
so splendid a scene. The concourse of distinguished citizens—the elegant ap- 
pearance of the different lodges of masons, and the decorum, harmony, amd satis- 
faction everywhere visible, rendered the occasion peculiarly impTessive. At 
two o'clock the procession was formed by the marshals of the Grand Lodge on 
Rampart-street, in the following order : ; 

“Members of Masonic Lodges clothed and deeorated ; Trustees of the Presbyte- 
yian Church; the Clergy; the Governor and officers of his staff; Secretary ol 
State ; Major General Ripley and Commodore Patterson, with the officers of their 
respective commands; Music ; Senate and House of Representatives of Louisia- 
na ; Judgesof the Parish, District, Criminal, Supreme and Federal Courts ; resi- 
dent Consuls; Citizens and Strangers; Grand Masters and Officers of the Grand 
Lodge of Louisiana; under the escort of three companies of light drageons, the 
Louisiana guards and Washington foot artillery. 

« On yeaching the scite of the contemplated edifice, the Grand Master pro- 
ceeded to lay the corner stone with the usual sclemmnities, and beneath it was de. 
posited a superb silver plate engraved for the occasion, bearing the motto, 

y “JESUS CHRIST, The true God and etcrnal Life,” 

And designating the time of founding the building, together with the name 
6f the pastor, and the trustees of the Church. - 

“ The ceremony of laying the stone being completed, the Rev. Mr. Larned, pas- 
tor of the Presbyterian Church, rose and spoke to the assembly. Upwards of 
7000 persons evinced by their unbroken silence, their attention to his eloquent, 
impressive address. At the conclusion of the services the procession was re-con- 
ducted to the lodge by the marshals, and the spectators dispersed in a quiet and 
orderly manner. 

““We eannot close our remarks without expressing that cordial pleasure which 
the recent anniversary was so well culculated to inspire. The gladness exhibited 
among al) classes in weleoming the birth of a new publie institution ; the liberal- 
ity manifested by christiavs of every name, in lending to the oceasion their aid 
and their presence, the good feeling which seemed to predominate over all private 
and all national prejudice,a forded a spectacle too animating to be soon forgotten.” 

We shall forbear to make any remarks respecting the proceedings at New 
Orleans, at the time of laying the corner stone ofa house desigued for the worship 
of Him who was meek and lowly in heart. Those who can see, will judge fox 


themselves; and such as are blind, shall be permitted to enjoy their own reflec- 
wons. 


~ 








An article on the subject of 7 heological Seminaries, may be expected in our 
next number. 

"Ve willingly insert the eommunieaiion signed Sophronia~and the editors are 
gvatitied to find that they are notalonein their views and sentiments, respecting 


inany things now going forward in christendom. We shall be happy to receive 
frum the same source future communications. 








as soon as Convenient, to be sent to the agent and printer G. L. AUSTIN, baek of 
| 39, Cherry street. Where there are several subscribers in one neighbourbood, it 
will be a to pay it into Nowy hands of some one of the subscribers, who on 
coming to the city can pay it to the agent, and at the same time rive information 
shutld any others wish to become subscribers. ' 


| Filty cents being due on the delivery of this number, the editors would wish it. 








